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oeille, the greatest French seaport. Farther east the Alps replace the
plain along the rugged Riviera coast. There Nice has become a great
-city because the Riviera is such a beautiful resort in both winter and
•summer. Going back to Marseille one travels north up the Rhone Valley
to find the narrowest part of the lowland at the silk city of Lyon. Farther
north at the head of the Saone Valley the lowland divides. One fork
crosses by a low pass at Belfort into the Rhine Valley on the northeast;
the other passes through rolling hills northwest toward Paris. The ease
with which one can travel from the Mediterranean Sea up the Rhone
Valley either to northern France or western Germany had a great deal
io do with bringing Roman civilization to Western Europe and with
causing the French to become a so-called Latin people, speaking a
Romance language.
In many ways France is most fortunate. Its northern part, with the
invigorating North Sea type of climate, is almost unexcelled from the
standpoint of health and activity. In southern France the climate is less
stimulating, but most delightful, especially in the Riviera. France has
the further advantage of facing on both the Adantic Ocean and the
Mediterranean Sea. Then, too, the fact that France and England lie
close together, but are separated by the Strait of Dover at Calais, prevents
them from quarreling about boundaries, and helps them to be friendly.
So far as the French boundaries are formed by the Atlantic Ocean, the
Pyrenees, the Mediterranean Sea, the Alps, and the Jura Mountains north
of Lake Geneva, they are excellent. Between the First and Second World
Wars, however, a bad boundary was located along the Rhine from the
Swiss city of Basel past Strasbourg. When people were primitive and had
difficulty in crossing rivers, the Rhine was a good boundary. Now it is a
poor boundary because it is a great artery of traffic, easily crossed, and the
people on the two sides ought to have much to do with each other.
Unfortunately, however, those on one side are French and on the other
Germans. The present eastern and northern boundary of France is fairly
good from the physical standpoint where it runs along the eastern plateaus
past what used to be the little independent duchy of Luxemburg. When
Belgium is reached, however, the boundary crosses the open plain, thus
exposing France to easy invasion frqm Germany, as has happened in
both World Wars. The whole eastern and northern boundary is unde-
sirable because much of it fails to agree with the distribution of languages,
customs, and national sympathies.
The Low Countries
For a long time Belgium and the Netherlands were two of the world's
most favored countries, except that they were far too sm&ll and had poor

